Mission:

Led by Black womxn, Exposure is a free year-round hybrid photo club designed for Stories In My Backyard (SIMBY) that is created to introduce Black girls in Philadelphia area middle schools to
photography as a medium to tell their stories, find their voices, implement change, discover meaning in life, develop a possible career, and build community with others in an environment that

supports theil

r personal, social, and creative development.
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Context
*Black girls face i ibility, underrepi 1, and a lack of cultural relevance in photography programming and traditional learning experiences

+Black children’s voices are devalued in society, at school, and at home
«Black girls face adultification in schools and other issues specific to their identity that should be prioritized in discussions and considered in the creation of learning environments
«Arts programming is a way for Black youth to develop their voices and advocate for social change

+Due to the pandemic and shift to virtual learning, students may be experiencing Zoom fatigue and an increased exposure to blue light
«Students have a variety of dismissal times, limited key card swipes on publisc transportation, and personal obligations outside of school. Programming should be brought to them.
«Students are in need of Black history learning that extends beyond pain and North America to empowerment, creativity, and knowledge of the African diaspora

«Exploration, travel, and fun are essential to youth learning environments, especially for those of color and from impoverished communities

«In SIMBY’s previous club, students engaged most in discussions, expressing their appreciation for being able to speak and contribute to the learning environment with their perspectives and opinions

«Currently, students face safety concerns due to Philly’s gun violence epidemic during the deadliest year in the city’s history
«Participation by youth of color in arts programming can enhance awareness of social injustice and increase engagement in social action
*PSTV flooded and has no equipment, programming must be virtual or conducted within school media hubs

*There are district and school wide events throughout the year that require photography coverage that should provide opportunities for students to gain professional experience
+Students face scheduling conflicts and are worried about maintaing good graades, which hinders their ability to participate in clubs (specifically student-athletes who are forced to sacrifice arts exploration)




